
Light Rail for Canberra
The way we travel around Canberra is changing. 
As our city grows, we need to ensure Canberra 
continues to be the most liveable city in the world.  

We need an accessible, integrated and smarter 
transport network that will grow with our city. It 
is needed to support our economic development, 
maintain our liveability, reduce congestion and 
provide a reliable alternative to the car. Our 
transport network needs to support sustainable 
active transport options such as cycling, walking 
and public transport. 

The Light Rail Network is a vital part of the ACT 
Government’s plan to grow our public transport 
system. It will boost Canberra’s sustainable 
growth by changing and improving transport 
options, settlement patterns and employment 
opportunities. 

The ACT Government is committed to delivering 
Light Rail Stage 2 which will link City to Woden, 
continuing the north-south transport spine 
commenced in Light Rail Stage 1. Involving the 
community early in the design of the route, 
selection of stop locations and alignment of the 
tracks provides key insights that are contributing 
to the development of the business case. 

What you told us
The consultation process told us where you want 
Stage 2 to go and where you would like to get on 
and off. 

Specifically, we asked the community for 
feedback on: 

• options for the route 

• alignment of the tracks 

• potential stop locations 

• areas of particular community, cultural or 
environmental importance. 

In addition to the key themes, people were also 
encouraged to share their vision for the City to 
Woden corridor and opinions about broader urban 
renewal issues. 

A combination of digital and face to face 
engagement activities were rolled out as part 
of this consultation, supported by a program of 
social media promotion. 

Canberra’s light rail network 
Taking you from the City to Woden 
 

Key insights from the 
community 
On the route options

There is strong support for Light Rail Stage 2 to 
travel via City West and through Barton to capitalise 
on education and employment hubs and proximity 
to cultural institutions.

Support also exists for light rail to continue to the 
Canberra Hospital although uncertainties were 
raised about how convenient it would be to the 
hospital entrance and the implications for the 
future southern extensions of the network.

A range of additional alternate routes were 
suggested including traveling along Melbourne 
Avenue or King Edward Terrace; through Deakin, 
and; extending to Mawson. 

On alignment of the line
Safety was a primary consideration for alignment 
selection and should be informed by the location of 
the stop, route and likely access for pedestrians.

Additional pedestrian infrastructure in the event 
of median alignment along high traffic roads like 
Adelaide Avenue was also identified as important.

On stop locations
There was support for additional stops in the 
Barton precinct to service employment hubs as 
well as providing better access to Manuka Oval and 
shopping precincts. 

Appropriate services at stop locations that support 
active travel such as parking, shelter and bike 
storage is an important design consideration. 

On items of community interest
Access to cultural institutions, education and 
employment hubs, and lakeside events were 
considered positive outcomes of the route through 
City West and Barton.

Visual amenity and heritage is valued and 
consideration should be given to how it will be 
managed along the proposed route.

On broader urban renewal and 
transport issues

Commuters want to know how light rail will integrate 
with other transport modes. 

Canberrans are interested to discover how the 
light rail project will contribute to other key urban 
renewal projects and desire further consultation on 
these issues. 

1

7

8

9

10

2

3

4

5

11

6



What’s next?
Technical investigations are well underway on the 
various route options. Constraints imposed by 
heritage buildings, existing sensitive landscapes, 
radii of bends, gradient over the bridge and in other 
parts of the route, condition of existing assets, 
alteration to existing assets, traffic volumes; all 
impact on the determination of the most viable route. 

Further investigation of the possible route to 
the Canberra Hospital has identified potential 
technical constraints to the future southern 
expansion of the network and potential 
operational and hospital access issues.

In addition to these technical engineering issues, 
more detailed investigations are underway 
on a range of issues including urban design, 
constructibility, planning, transport, economics 
and land use. 

We want to hear from Canberrans during all 
stages of the project. Stay tuned for more 
opportunities to share your feedback as the 
project moves forward, including feedback on 
the route details particularly Parkes/Barton and 
input on the Woden Interchange. 

You can register to receive project updates by 
sending an email to: lightrail@act.gov.au. 

To find out more about Light Rail and other 
transport projects in Canberra visit:  
www.transport.act.gov.au or follow us  
on Facebook or and twitter. 

Contract signing and construction 
commencement

Light rail master plan – 2015/16

Feedback to the community  
regarding outcomes from  
consultation and expert analysis

Business case complete

Business case development, as well 
as route and procurement options 
presented

Procurement

Community consultation and expert 
analysis undertaken to inform  
Stage 2 route options

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FEEDBACK

4,772

150

2,990 

We reached 4,772 
people via Your Say ACT

We sent e-mails to 
over 150 organisations 
and schools

We visited businesses and shopping centres throughout Canberra 
and distributed over 2,990 brochures and newsletters
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1,796

We delivered 
8 presentations 
to 199 people

We received 1,796 
items of written 
feedback

587 

40,000 

We spoke to 587 
individuals

We reached a social 
media audience of 
almost 40,000

Public consultation took place between 1 May and 11 June 2017


